
`







Quite often I visit with folks 
about our Museum and I am 
asked the question: “Why do 
we need a museum about the 
history of the Forest Service?” 
Being a bit passionate about 
history, I have to pause for a 
moment so I make sure that 
I answer in a controlled way 
with the assumption that the 
question is indeed a question 
and not rhetorical response.  
Depending upon the situation, 
I point out that the Forest 
Service as an agency and the 
rich history of it in supporting our nation’s development during 
the depression and in times of war and peace are without question 
worthy of remembering. The story of our National Forests is a 
uniquely American story, a story of leadership, of conservation, and 
of a changing nation.  Our Museum is but one way to ensure that 
future generations have the opportunity to learn and appreciate 
how the “outfit” shaped forest conservation in the United States 
and continues to do so not just here at home but abroad as well.

Yes, there are many (five) museums of different sorts. There are 
museums of music, art, railroads, automobiles, airplanes, battles, 
forts, eras, cultures, hard times and tragedies, industry, presidents, 
special leaders, ground breakers, buildings, religions, and just 
about every entity or happening that is or could be of interest to 
anyone.   The Forest Service manages 193 million acres of forests 
and grasslands that are some of the most remarkable assets of our 
country’s heritage.  The history of the United States is inextricably 
tied to this land.  The story of both our unparalleled research and 
the importance of our cooperative programs with State and private 
land owners are in themselves worthy of being highlighted as our 
interpretive and education programs develop.

A huge proportion of the recreation that is provided on public lands 
happens on the National Forests and Grasslands with hunting, 
fishing, skiing, hiking, biking, touring, and camping throughout all 
seasons of the year. Much of our nation’s supply of water originates 

here.  President Theodore Roosevelt’s idea of using these public 
lands to provide for the nation’s needs while protecting and 
conserving these resources may seem obvious, but it is in fact 
unique in the world.  It was a hundred and twenty-five years ago that 
our country decided it was important to establish Forest Reserves.  
Ten years ago we celebrated the hundred -year anniversary of the 
Forest Service and every year in the next hundred years there will 
be opportunity to remember important Forest Service happenings 
and events that have without question shaped our nation.  This 
history deserves to be recognized, protected, and used to educate 
the people in our nation at a time when there are those who are 
working to undo this system and the principles of conservation 
that are embedded in this history. 

Yes, I believe it is hugely important that we have a museum of 
Forest Service history.  For well over fifteen years I have witnessed 
the passion and purpose that the leaders of this effort have shown.  
The Board, the Directors, the committees and panels, and our 
members share a common dedication to make this happen and I 
sincerely believe that the opportunity to do this will never come 
along again.  It is up to us, each of us to do what we can to ensure 
that we don’t give up the challenge and conclude that it isn’t worth 
the effort.  It is worth it and without question deserves the support 
of those of us who can make it happen now.  

Our new executive director, Lisa Tate, is coming on board to 
help, we have some new energetic committees, we have gained 
membership, we are embarking on new efforts in education, we 
are working hard to develop funding sources, and we continue to 
have donations of important pieces of this history in items and 
writings.  Yes, we need more members, we need more support, 
we need to tell our story better, and we need to make certain the 
Forest Service sees themselves as a strong partner in what we are 
doing.  I ask that you think about how you personally can help 
and be more involved in helping make our vision and intention to 
protect and learn from this legacy become a reality in the next 
year.  I look forward to doing all I can to help bring the pieces and 
parts of this together.

      - Tom L. Thompson 
        President, National Museum of Forest Service History


















